
Recommended Tools/Items for Pen Turning (Assumes you already own lathe, turning 

tools, grinder, safety gear, and a saw) Note: Links are not an endorsement of that specific 

vendor.  Just so you can see what the item is.  Suggest researching woodturning sites or 

Amazon  

 

1. Mandrel—Used to mount pen blank on lathe  

2. Mandrel Saver—Goes in tailstock and keeps pressure off the mandrel rod  

3. Turning Between Centers (TBC)—This is how I turned at the last demo.  Does not 

require a mandrel. I would suggest either of the following (Don’t need both, one or the 

other): 

3.1. Using a dead center in headstock and 60-degree live center in tailstock 

3.2. TBC Bushing Adapter  

3.3. Using what is called a TBC Mandrel  

4. CA Glue or Epoxy—To glue in brass tubes  

5. Drill—Either drill press or Jacobs chuck to use on lathe  

6. Chuck and Jaws—Needed if using Jacobs chuck to drill on lathe  

7. Squaring Jig—Used on disc sander to square blanks  

7.1. https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKSQUARE.html   

7.1.1. This version will require a variety of sleeves to match the size of pen tube 

you are using (https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKTRIMSET.html) 

7.2. Another version https://www.turnerswarehouse.com/products/pen-blank-squaring-

jig 

7.2.1. This one requires punch out rods (also used for disassembly, see below) 

https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKDISET.html 

7.3. Can also use a barrel trimmer  

7.3.1. I don’t like this one because it can catch on the blank and rip it apart but 

other turners love it.  Just a personal preference. 

8. Sandpaper—Can use regular sandpaper; buy rolls or sheets and cut to the size you want  

8.1. Regular sandpaper in rolls 

8.2. Abranet—Will need to search for desired grit and then cut to the desired width 

9. Plastic Polishing—Used with acrylic pen blanks 

9.1. Pads similar to micro mesh https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKFINKIT.html 

9.2. Zona polishing paper  I prefer this over the pads.  Lasts longer and works better, in 

my opinion.  

10. Disassembly Kit—Essential if you ever need to take a pen apart (to replace parts) same 

as the punch out rods used with the squaring jig above. 

11. Drill bits and bushing kits to match your pen kit  

12. Finishes—Plastic polish for acrylic. Friction polish (or CA glue) for wood. Your 

preference 

13. Assembly tool 

13.1. Drill press 

13.2. Pen Press 

13.3. Lathe 

https://www.turnerswarehouse.com/collections/bushings/products/tbc-turn-between-centers-bushing
https://www.turnerswarehouse.com/products/pen-center-2-mt?variant=29494363226195
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKSQUARE.html
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKTRIMSET.html
https://www.turnerswarehouse.com/products/pen-blank-squaring-jig
https://www.turnerswarehouse.com/products/pen-blank-squaring-jig
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKDISET.html
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKTRIMSE.html)
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKSPSET5.html
https://www.amazon.com/Mirka-9A-149-080-5-Inch-Abrasive-Sanding/dp/B00J40F0BQ/ref=sr_1_38?crid=ZL4YI8WP1D8Y&dchild=1&keywords=abranet&qid=1630125566&s=industrial&sprefix=abranet%2Cindustrial%2C289&sr=1-38
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKFINKIT.html
https://www.amazon.com/37-948-Polishing-2-Inch-11-Inch-Assortment/dp/B001BHGC7G/ref=sxts_rp_s1_0?cv_ct_cx=zona+polishing+paper&dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwmqKJBhAWEiwAMvGt6F8VN2ZSUsSjKIDzg7ivcV4uvISQknw2UFK__J9uFxFFdlJLmMO-bBoCBD0QAvD_BwE&hvadid=409911904929&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9032584&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=3555781619518940065&hvtargid=kwd-163811672185&hydadcr=7586_11324160&keywords=zona+polishing+paper&pd_rd_i=B001BHGC7G&pd_rd_r=32300d68-4bb0-42bd-855c-71de2951062a&pd_rd_w=g4JM4&pd_rd_wg=wznct&pf_rd_p=f99754cc-0195-4f26-b585-4ddc29d85a2d&pf_rd_r=08B5C4K3J2WG4FZ0RXEY&psc=1&qid=1630125100&sr=1-1-f0029781-b79b-4b60-9cb0-eeda4dea34d6
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKDISXX.html
https://www.amazon.com/PSI-Woodworking-PENPRESSXL-Assembly-Disassembly/dp/B06Y4C8JD1/ref=sr_1_3?crid=353ABI5OBOLVS&keywords=pen+press&qid=1652232832&s=hi&sprefix=pen+press%2Ctools%2C176&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B06XZDDLNN/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1

